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luscious fruits, Hindu religion is therefore by nature so diffe-
rent from other religions that it appears like the vast ocean
from which clouds of different opinions have been arisen in the
different parts of the world and in which all these clouds
of different thoughts return and merge to find their basic
unity.

It is a matter of pity that some Western scholars
have tried to underestimate the importance of this reli-
gion, because of the political slavery of India for a number
of years. Moreover, one should never try to judge the
nature of any religion from the conduct of its ordinary follow-
ers because a big bulk of followers of every religion is a slave of
rifes and rituals which are useful only for a beginner and may
prove to be an obstacle for a really religious soul who wants
to realize the Truth. Real nature of religion can be grasped
only when one rises above the customs and rituals. Hinduism
gives a person full liberty to start from mere ritualism ; but
he must try to rise above ritualism in course of time so that
he may ultimately reach the topmost rung of the ladder of
spirituality. When a person reaches the top, he realizes the
meaninglessness of ritualism and grasps the essential unity of
creation.

If the world shall ever develop any world religion, it will
be not different from Hinduism.